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Had | been present, | would have voted
yes.”
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HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
draw attention to the anniversary of Turkey’s
invasion of Cyprus, which occurred on July 20,
1974. In violation of international law, Turkish
troops occupied the northern part of Cyprus,
and established an armed force that continues
to occupy nearly over one third of Cyprus’ ter-
ritory.

The invasion and continuing occupation of
the northern part of the island has resulted in
the continuing presence of a force of thou-
sands of Turkish troops, mass violation of the
human rights and fundamental freedoms of
the Cypriot people, and the destruction of cul-
tural and religious artifacts. On September 28,
2010, the U.S. House of Representatives
unanimously passed H. Res. 1631 which calls
for the protection of religious sites and arti-
facts from and in Turkish-occupied areas of
northern Cyprus, as well as for general re-
spect for religious freedom.

Over the years, Cyprus has proven itself to
be a reliable partner of the U.S. Throughout
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, Cyprus has
provided over-flight and landing rights to
United States aircraft and port access for U.S.
ships. Furthermore, during the Lebanon crisis
of 2006, Cyprus served as the principal transit
location for people evacuating Lebanon, in-
cluding some 15,000 U.S. citizens.

Cyprus and the U.S. also share a deep and
abiding commitment to upholding the ideals of
freedom, democracy, justice, human rights,
and the international rule of law. It is time for
Turkey to share this goal with the Government
of the Republic of Cyprus and work earnestly
and constructively with the Cypriots for a true
reunification of the island as a bizonal,
bicommunal federation with political equality,
as defined in the relevant U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolutions.

Such a solution would not only serve the
best interests of all Cypriots, but ultimately the
interests of the U.S. in promoting stability in
the Eastern Mediterranean.

The aim remains to work towards a solution
which will establish a bicommunal, bizonal fed-
eration with respect for human rights and fun-
damental freedoms for all Cypriots.
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a great American and
faithful public servant of the State of Georgia,
a woman of great faith, and a personal friend,
Peggy Greenway.

Although she was born and raised in Ala-
bama, Peggy’s heart and home was our great
State of Georgia. She was an active part of
the Albany community for 37 years before
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moving to Vienna, Georgia, and finally relo-
cating to Dublin, Georgia.

Peggy loved Southern Gospel music and
had a deep faith in the Lord. She was a cher-
ished member of the Byne Memorial Baptist
Church in Albany, the Pinecrest Baptist
Church in Vienna, and the Dublin Baptist
Church in Dublin. Through her work with the
Byne Memorial youth group, she touched
many lives; those who knew and loved her de-
scribed Peggy as a fine Christian and loving
lady.

In addition to her devout faith, Peggy was
an enthusiastic employee; | first witnessed
Peggy’s dedicated work ethic during my first
term in Congress. Peggy served as a case-
worker and as Director of Constituent Services
for my district in our Albany office. For more
than a decade, she worked tirelessly to fight
for the citizens of the Second Congressional
District of Georgia. Whether it was an issue
with Social Security or the VA, Peggy was an
expert at providing constituent care.

Peggy’s expertise was a great asset to the
Second District, a calling which first began
under Rep. Charles Hatcher. Peggy also faith-
fully served the Eighth Congressional District
of Georgia, handling casework for the constitu-
ents of Representatives Jim Marshall, and
AUSTIN ScoTT. She also worked for Congress-
man J. Roy Rowland.

As Members of Congress, we are well
aware of Peggy’s dedication to improving her
community. She honed her commitment to ex-
cellence when she began her career working
at WALB, the local television station in Albany,
and also for Judge Asa Kelley.

Peggy’s unyielding strength of character will
truly be missed. She lived a full life, and her
selfless dedication to the citizens of Georgia is
her lasting legacy. My thoughts and prayers
are with her family, especially her daughters,
Tammy and Julee, and her beloved grand-

children, Cade Greenway, Cole Bailey,
Camryn Bailey, Cara Bailey and Conner Bai-
ley.

Leonardo da Vinci said, “As a well-spent
day brings happy sleep, so a life well used
brings happy death.” Peggy Greenway utilized
her God-given gifts to improve the lives of oth-
ers, and her days were well-spent; therefore,
Mr. Speaker, | know that she can rest happy.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, for
several years, | have come to this Floor to
urge my colleagues to support efforts to
achieve a resolution to the dispute on Cyprus.
Tragically, | find myself here once again as yet
another year has gone by with no end to the
conflict.

While the Cyprus dispute is most directly
between Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots,
it has larger implications for regional security
and prosperity. Over the past few decades this
dispute has involved not only the Cypriot com-
munities, but also Turkey, Greece, the United
Kingdom, the United States, the United Na-
tions, and the European Union. Moreover, Tur-
key’s membership to the European Union,
which the United States enthusiastically sup-
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ports, is unfortunately being impacted because
of the impasse over Cyprus.

In 20083, it looked like we were on the cusp
of a resolution when Cypriots voted on the
United Nations backed Annan Plan which
would have created the United Cyprus Repub-
lic, as a loose confederation of two component
states—the Greek Cypriot State and the Turk-
ish Cypriot State.

That plan provided a strong framework for a
bi-zonal, bi-communal unified Cyprus; and the
U.S. House of Representatives strongly en-
dorsed the plan by unanimously approving a
Sense of the House to that effect. Regrettably,
the Annan Plan did not succeed when put to
a referendum.

Since the collapse of the Annan Plan peace
efforts have moved forward sporadically. The
latest round of talks began on July 7th of this
year when Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot
leaders met in Geneva under the auspices of
the UN Secretary General. | welcome these
meetings. The status quo on Cyprus clearly
benefits no one. It must end and the time is
now.

Ultimately, the Cypriots themselves are the
ones who must make the tough decisions that
will ensure a peaceful future for their island.
Nevertheless, | urge the administration to work
with all stakeholders to ensure that a future
unified Cyprus is a Cyprus that respects
human rights and the fundamental freedoms
for all Cypriots. Any unnatural or unnecessary
artificial limitations imposed on either commu-
nity are a recipe for future disaster.

Mr. Speaker, | truly believe that a lasting,
fair and comprehensive solution to the conflict
on Cyprus is possible. If we avoid inflam-
matory rhetoric and political statements and
instead work in unison to bolster the efforts of
the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots to
work together in good faith for the future of all
Cypriots; the future will be bright for Cyprus.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,342,898,467,069.07.

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $3,704,471,720,775.27 since then.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

————————

THE PASSING OF MYRA HIATT
KRAFT

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
great sadness to mark the passing of one of
the most beloved residents of Massachusetts,
my good friend, Mrs. Myra Hiatt Kraft.
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